INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER

seen to arise spontaneously in situations whera it eeald not
well have been learned from others. Near the upper end
there is usuafly considerable doubt about the inborn nature
of the response and much controversy, for the response
differs significantly in different individuals, and arises
often or always in circumstances where it might well have
been learned from others. Boys, for example, usually collect
stamps because other boys do so, and acquire their interest
and their skill from their school friends. Is the wish to
collect (something or other) also acquired, or is the influence
of the environment limited to directing an inborn instinct
to the particular object, " stamps " 1

In popular language, the words instinct and instinctive
are very often misused. They are often applied to actions
which are not instinctive at all, but habitual. " Seeing the
child run across the street," writes the newspaper reported,
" the tramcar driver instinctively applied his brakes." This
is a well-fixed habit in the driver, not an instinct. The
child's action in starting back and shrieking when it saw a
large tramcar bearing down upon it was on the other hand
instinctive, and so was its mother's action in rushing forward
to its help. The best examples of pure instinct are seen in
lower animals, for example in the spiders/pf which Fabre
has written so vividly. The banded Epeira cannot be taught
by her mother to make her wonderful nest, for he? mother
died when the first cold of last winter came. Yet at the
proper time she will make her silk bag, ovoid in shape,
crowned with a scalloped rim, composed of, compact white
satin and of reddish brown wadding, covered with patterns
of spindle shape in fanciful meridian waves ; a nest quite
different from that of the silky Epeira, her relative. Of
course, saying that the spider builds the nest by instinct
is not an explanation > it is merely a short way of saying that
she does so without being taught, without learning.
vX Few actions of the higher animals are so purely instinctive
as tibia. In man, shortly after birth, sucking is instinotive.
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